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Soulcraftwas founded in September, 1999 by Sean Walling
and Matt Myiri, both ofwhom rose from the ashes ofthe Salsa
Cycles production facility in Petaluma, Califarnia that was shut |
down lastyear. They decided thatwith Sean's 10vyears of
experience as Salsa's head framebuilder and Matt's marketing FU8
expertise they could do better than flipping burgers. Specifically, PA
they could make really nice custom steel hike frames and sell  §
thierm.

The Qption Three is certainly a nice steel mountain hike frame, i
and all that that implies. Soulcraft uses Reynolds 853 ;
air-hardened tubing on the front triangle and a combination of Columbus and Reynolds 5245 on the rear. Sean's
skills are evident in the design and construction guality of this bike. There are lots of details that hear
mentioning, such as a machined seat collar, a machined and reinforced headtube, a laser-mitered downtube
gusset and internally sealed tubing to keep the moisture out. Sean checks each hand-made frame for proper
alionment sixtimes during its construction. It's an elegantly simple hardtail design, clean and uncluttered with
spiffy Tig-welding and a nicely painted gray finish with dark blue SOLULCREAFT decals.

| started referring to it as "the submarine," because the paint color and frame lines conjured wisions of
no-nonsense military effectiveness. They use a two-step powdercoat finish that should make it more
durahle—a clearcoat layer on top of the color layer. The hike looks sleek and plain, the way [ like them, and
weighed in at just about 24,4 [bs. on the scale at Adventure Bicycle Company, my friendly shop in Mesa, Arizona.

Soulcraft aimed at giving the Option Three an all-purpose ride by gaoing with pretty middle of the road geometny.
My 18.25" test frame had a 23.25" top tube, headtube angle of 71°, seattube angle of 73°, 16.75" chainstays and
an 11.748" bottom bracket height. Their goal was to produce a hike that could be ridden in most any kind of
terrain and not be saddled with that eastern orwestern thing. They were successiul,

Delivered with a White Industries wheelset, White Industries C-Series cranks, Shimano ¥TH pod shifters and
derallieurs, Avid Arch Rival 80 V-Brakes, Avid S0-2.00 levers, Titec Hellbent rizer bars, RockShox suspension
seatpost, Misene fisik saddle and a RockShox Judy Race fork, the Option Three was sure-footed and
comfortable. It had a nice neutral feel that allowed me to do what | wanted without worning about what the hike
was going to do. The frame fit me pretty well {1 could have used a slightly longer top tube) and felt comfortahle
under me evenin the tight spots. Ater getting acclimated to the Hellhents, which are wider than I'm used to
tiding, the bike proved itself to be very predictable in technical stuff and fast on the smoath stuff. It was
particularly easy to pick through rocky climbes with the Option Three, due in part to the wide bars and the extra
leverage they provided when popping the front up and over obstacles.

But it was maore than that. The Soulcraft had the unigque ahility to feel both nimble and stable atthe same time.
There was no sacrifice of predictahility in favar of responsiveness—the hike proved itself solid at the same time
itwas reacting to my whims and, attimes, could-have-picked-it-hetter line. That held true on technical dosenhill
sections as well. There was not much "getting used to it" time with this bike on my favorite rocky descents. | felt
confident letting it rip down the chute almost from the first ride. That kind of ingpired cockiness can have shall
we say "negative repercussions” hut | held myself in check enough to prevent catastrophe even when the
Qption Three was begoing for maore. | love that in a bike. | love itwhen | know the machine can do MORE than
I'mm asking it to dao, and that's how | felt riding the Soulcraft.

Ifyou're looking for @ custom steel mountain frame | don't think you can go wrong swith Soulcratt's Option Three.
It's beautifully crafted and the ride is there. It just had that "feel” that | can never quite put my finger on but can
ahways detect—it's the feel of for lack of a better word, rightness. Even after banging and humping the bike
through dozens of miles of rocky desert riding it is no worse for the wear and | expect the Option Three to be &
very durable frame that will last the average rider a long tirme. [t's available in prebuilt frame sizes from 155" up
to 21", Soulcraft will even put one together for you with & top tube one size up or down from your chosen frame
size at no extra charge. Customes are available as well, and they're all have a lifetime warranty against defects in
tmaterial and warkmanship.

soulcraftwill even cutyou a deal ontube replacement ar repair ifyou do something stupid and break it. They
know wou're only human. And hey, in a time when small framehuilders are either closing up shop or being
swiallowed by megacorp acguisitions, it's nice to see twvo people who are out there building great mountain bike
frames because they love what they dao. Cool. Oh yeah, the Option Three frame retails far $1050, around $3400
as tested.

Contact: Soulcratt, P.O. Box 2631, Petaluma, CA 94953, 707775 2453, soulcraft@ips.net. —Doug Pippel



